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M alala Fund and hearing health nonprofit Cochlear 
Foundation have partnered to raise awareness 
about the barriers keeping millions of children 

and young people with hearing loss from accessing a 
quality education.
 According to the World Health Organization,  
34 million children around the world live with disabling 
hearing loss.1 Without equal access to a quality education 
and early access to hearing health care and support, these 
children may not realize their full potential.
 Malala Fund and Cochlear Foundation are inviting 
children and young people with hearing loss to share their 
stories of personal achievement as part of the ‘Achieve 
anything program.’ This new program will highlight and 
publicly recognize the real-world experiences of children 
and young people with hearing loss and promote their 
equal rights to an education and early access to hearing 
health care and support. 
 “My hope is that all girls can have equal opportuni-
ties and that we ensure a world where every girl has access 
to free, safe and quality education,” said Malala Yousafzai, 
co-founder of Malala Fund. “Hearing loss doesn’t need 
to be an obstacle to education.”
 Cochlear Foundation Chairperson Professor Anne 
Simmons said hearing loss was a global issue that requires 
greater awareness and a global solution.
 “Malala Fund and Cochlear Foundation’s missions 
are connected by a desire for children around the world—
including those with hearing loss—to access education 
and embrace all of life’s opportunities.”
 Visit www.cochlearfoundation.org/achieve-any-
thing-program to learn more about the partnership and 
how to submit stories to the ‘Achieve anything program.’ 
 Oklahoma City teen Lily Hernandez was born  
with progressive hearing loss. But thanks to a hearing 
health nonprofit, Hearts for Hearing, Lily was able to 
receive a cochlear implant at three years old, giving her 
full access to the hearing world. Now, nearly 12 years 

later, Lily is a 4.0 student and the team captain of her 
cross-country team.
 Lily is sharing her story in partnership with Malala 
Fund and Cochlear Foundation’s ‘Achieve anything  
program.’ 

I spent a lot of time during those early years worrying 
about things that never came to be. I worried that  
she would struggle, that she would be left behind, 
that she would feel isolated...but the staff at Hearts  
for Hearing never lowered the bar for Lily. Their  
expectations were high, and she surpassed them all.  
—Lily’s mom
 
I finished my first year at Harding Charter Prep High 
School with a 4.0 and am working on repeating that 
this year—mostly so I can remind my brother that he 
only did it once, which makes me the superior child. 
I’m joking. Mostly. —Lily

Carrie Johnson is senior communica- 
tions manager at HLAA. Reach out  
to her at cjohnson@hearingloss.org. 
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1 World Health Organization. Factsheet: deafness and hearing 
loss. Available here: https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-
sheets/detail/deafness-and-hearing-loss


