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Chelle Wyatt presenting a contest speech
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C hristy Abrams, hard of hearing specialist at the 
Arizona Commission for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing, cringed when her boss recommended that 

she join Audible Talkers Toastmasters. “I don’t enjoy 
public speaking because you have to interact with a large 
group. While I said okay, I was very nervous and unsure 
of myself. But joining the club has been one of my 
greatest successes because I learned that I like speaking 
to people. When I have accommodations and equal 
access, I enjoy it.”
 Chelle Wyatt was interviewed for a TV news  
segment in Salt Lake City, as a hard of hearing specialist. 
She was nervous about speaking in public, so she prac-
ticed responding to potential questions with her organi-
zation’s public relations specialist. During the interview, 
the questions were unexpected. “I froze and could barely 
get a word out,” Chelle remembers. 
 As a result of the experience, Chelle’s boss  
recommended that she join Toastmasters, an interna-
tional organization that helps members improve their 
communication and leadership skills through a variety  
of speaking exercises at each meeting: short formal 
speeches, impromptu talks, and speaker evaluations. 
 Chelle thought Toastmasters offered just what  
she needed but doubted there would be accommoda-
tions for people with hearing loss and thought it would 
be difficult to press the issue. 
 In 2020 though, Chelle heard about Audible 
Talkers Toastmasters. All meetings have real-time  
captioning with a live stenographer. Speech transcripts 
are provided four hours before the meeting to make  
it easier for members to understand the content.  
 Even though the club was located in Arizona, 
Chelle Wyatt could attend because it meets virtually. 
Chelle took a chance and decided to visit the club.  
She was immediately impressed with the first meeting  
she attended.  
 “I remember liking the order of things and how 
well organized the meeting was. And I liked how friendly 
and supportive the members were. When I first joined 
the club, whenever I had an assigned task, people  
volunteered to help me,” Chelle says. 
 Chelle is among 13 of the club’s 23 members  
who experience hearing loss, one of many members  
who join in from outside Arizona. 
 Audible Talkers accommodates all its members’ 
needs, not just those with hearing loss. The club has 
three members living in other states and four from  
foreign countries trying to improve their English. 
 Minerva Gutierrez, who has cochlear implants in 
both ears, was interested in joining Toastmasters to gain 
public speaking skills but worried that her hearing loss 

would not allow her to enjoy it fully. “When I learned  
at an HLAA Chapter meeting that Audible Talkers  
Toastmasters accommodates people with hearing loss,  
I signed up on the spot,” she recalls. 
 Previously the president of a local HLAA Chapter, 
Peggy Staples adds, “I always wanted to join Toastmas-
ters to improve my communication skills, but worried  
I would not be able to hear the speakers and fully partici- 
pate in the meetings. When they organized Audible  
Talkers Toastmasters, I jumped at the chance to join.”
 People with normal hearing are also members of 
the club. Some joined because they wanted to support 
and be involved in a Toastmasters Club, which provided 
accommodations and access for people with hearing loss.
 At Audible Talkers Toastmasters, the Zoom master 
video records meetings and extracts member speeches.  
If authorized, the Zoom master posts the videos to  
YouTube. The YouTube Artificial Intelligence (AI)  
captions are tweaked for accuracy so members can  
review their speaking performances and share their 
speeches with others. 
 Some members urged Chelle to represent Audible 
Talkers in an International Speech Contest. After a year 
and a half as a club member, she became more comfort-
able speaking. In spite of thinking she would not make a 
good contestant, she took a past speech “About Time” 
and revised it. She practiced the speech with club  
members and received helpful feedback. 
 Members told her to enjoy the experience and 
not worry about the outcome. “I took their advice and 
decided just to be me and have fun with it,” Chelle says. 
“And holy cow, I won!”
 Chelle has come a long way since her TV inter-
view, thanks, in large part, to getting support and  
practice at Audible Talkers meetings. For people who 
have hearing loss and want to improve their communica-
tion skills, reach out and join Audible Talkers Toast- 
masters via Zoom for a meeting.  

Harry Wolfe founded the Audible 
Talkers Toastmasters Club in 2019 
because he was struggling to hear the 
speakers in another Toastmasters Club 
he had belonged to for many years. His 
hearing aids were no longer adequate 
to compensate for his hearing loss. 
Audible Talkers Toastmasters is a 
hearing-accessible club that currently 

has 23 members. Mr. Wolfe is an HLAA member who has 
been involved with HLAA local chapters and the Arizona 
Walk4Hearing. Email Harry at hwolfeaz@gmail.com.
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