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My three boys are fans of The 
Transformers movies, a series which 
depicts a war among giant robots that 
can transform into vehicles and other 
objects. Now I’m not promising this 
will happen to you, but I do believe 
that Convention 2016 attendees will 
feel somewhat different upon departure 
—a transformation of sorts. You will 
be entering a different “realm,” a venue 
where the majority of people around 
you also have hearing loss, people 
who know the isolation you have felt 
on occasion, the frustration that you 
experience daily, and the joy when a 
family member actually remembers 
to face you when speaking to you. 
You will meet new friends and over 
the course of four days you will learn, 
network, share meals, swap stories, 
laugh and before you know it, it will 
feel like you’ve known them a lifetime, 
like family.

International Federation of Hard of 
Hearing People (IFHOH) Meetings
We are honored to host the IFHOH 
Congress at this year’s Convention. 
The IFHOH is an international, non-
governmental organization representing 
the interests of more than 300 million 
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view the live streaming text in their 
own language. We are also excited to 
offer 1Fuzion, a product of 1CapApp. 
1Fuzion is technology that will put 
captioning on the same screen as the 
speaker’s presentation slides. Check out 
the Convention page on hearingloss.
org for the workshop schedules that 
include speaker bios and a summary  
of each workshop. 
 Large (plenary) sessions, includ-
ing the Institute of Medicine (IOM), 
President’s Council of Advisors on 
Science and Technology (PCAST) 
and Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) sessions, Opening 
Session, Research Symposium, Capital 
Banquet, and the Awards Breakfast 
and Ceremony, will have sign 
language interpretation. Sign language 
interpretation is also available for 
workshops upon request. Just email 
your request to me by June 1. All 
workshop rooms will be equipped with 
a hearing loop thanks to Contacta. 

Thursday Night, June 23
7 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
(arrive promptly at 7 p.m. for dinner)

Calling All Young Adults (18 – 35) 
Crime and Punishment: A 1920’s 
Murder Mystery Experience 

Sponsored by 
IntriCon

Meet other young adults with hearing 
loss at this special Murder Mystery 
Experience. Attire includes flapper 
dresses, zoot suits, feather boas and 
headbands, pinstriped suits and fedoras. 
Costumes are encouraged, but not re-
quired. Advance registration required 
for this event—details and registration 
form on the Convention page. 

Friday Night, June 24 
Off-site Events

Scavenger Hunt  
in Dupont Circle 
Produced and sponsored 
by CityHunt

For the young and young-at-heart this  
off-site event is going to rock the Con-
vention! Work as a team to find clues 
in the Dupont Circle neighborhood. 
The winning team will have a special 
surprise waiting for them at the finish!  
Be sure to add a ticket on the registra-
tion form.
 
Monuments by Night
Let someone else do the driving! Hop 
on a bus at the T Street entrance of the 
Washington Hilton and relax while 
sightseeing some of the most famous 
monuments in the world. You will have 
the opportunity to get off the bus for 
a closer view of several of the iconic 
attractions. 

Saturday Night, June 25
Capital Banquet 
6 p.m. Cocktails
7 p.m. Dinner
Capital is sponsored by Contacta. 

Capital Banquet Seating 
If you haven’t selected your table yet 
for Capital, the Saturday, June 25 
evening banquet, do so before May 31. 
Look for details and live link to the 
ballroom floor plan on the Convention 
page. Don’t miss this event! With Gael 
Hannan as emcee and entertainment 
by magician and mentalist Max Major 
(trust me, he is amazing!), this will be  
a memorable evening! 

Be Part of a World Record 
Hearing Loop Event!
During the Saturday evening dinner, 
Capital, we will attempt to set a world 
record for “Most People Using an 
Audio Induction Hearing 
Loop Simultaneously.” 
Be sure to attend 
Convention 2016 with 
an activated telecoil (if 
you are unsure if your 
hearing aids or cochlear implants have a 
telecoil, check with your hearing health 
care provider). Special loop receivers 
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people with hearing loss worldwide. 
Attendees are welcome to attend the 
IFHOH Biennial General Meeting 
(BGM) on Wednesday, June 22, and 
young adults are welcome to attend the 
IFHOHYP (Young Persons) meeting 
on Sunday, June 26. More information 
about these meetings will be included 
in the Mobile Convention App and  
the Program and Exhibit Guide.

Exhibit Hall
In addition to our longtime exhibitors, 
you will find many new exhibitors 
in the Exhibit Hall from as far away 
as Belgium, Germany, Russia and 
Switzerland! Plan time to visit with 
each exhibitor, many of whom will 
have hearing assistive technology placed 
in The Experience Room and for sale 
at their booth. Several exhibitors will 
provide a product demonstration in the 
Demo Room that will give attendees 
a more in-depth look at a product. 
Be sure to check the schedule in the 
Program and Exhibit Guide or on the 
Mobile Convention App.

The Experience Room
What if there was a way for you to 
try out the latest technology in a 
room furnished like your TV room at 
home? Now there is! The Experience 
Room will have comfy furniture where 
you can relax and try many of the 
exhibitors’ products. You’ll feel like you 
are right at home! (Exhibitors, this is 
available to you at no extra charge.) 
The Experience Room is sponsored 
by CapTel Captioned Telephone, 
CaptionCall, and the Consumer 
Technology Association Foundation. 

Workshops and Plenary Sessions
All Convention sessions are communi-
cation accessible with the use of 
hearing loops in all sessions along 
with revolutionary CART/captioning 
called 1CapApp. To accommodate 
attendees from near and far, 1CapApp 
has a built-in language translation 
option that will allow attendees to 
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Convention 2016 Plenary 
Sessions in Review

Thursday, June 23
8:30 a.m. – 10 a.m.
The Institute of Medicine 
(IOM) and President’s Council 
of Advisors on Science and 
Technology (PCAST) Reports 
Explained 

Presenters:
Dan Blazer, M.D., Ph.D., chair of the 
IOM Committee on Accessible and 
Affordable Hearing Health Care for 
Adults

Susan L. Graham, Ph.D., member of 
PCAST

10:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Latest from the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) on Accessible 
Communications

Presenters: 
Gregory Hlibok, chief of the 
Disability Rights Office in the 
FCC Consumer and Governmental 
Affairs Bureau

Karen Peltz Strauss, deputy 
chief of the FCC Consumer and 
Governmental Affairs Bureau

5:15 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.
Opening Session
Keynote Speaker: 
Jenny Lay-Flurie,
Chief Accessibility Officer, 
Microsoft

Friday, June 24
9 a.m. – Noon
Research Symposium—
Novel Approaches Toward 
Addressing Hearing Loss—
Ideas on the Cutting Edge

Moderator: Frank Lin, M.D., Ph.D.

Presenters:  
Hinrich Staecker, M.D., Ph.D.
Wade Chien, M.D., FACS
Catherine Palmer, Ph.D.
Nicole Marrone, Ph.D., CCC-A
Carrie Nieman, M.D., M.P.H.

and telecoil-equipped earphones for 
smartphones will be available for 
attendees who do not use hearing aids 
or cochlear implants. Help us set a  
new world record! 

Mobile Convention App
Sponsored by CTIA 

The mobile app is the key to navigat-
ing the Convention and staying up to 
date on late-breaking news and alerts. 
Use any device with a browser (your 
desktop computer, mobile phone, 
tablet, etc.) to access speaker profiles, 
workshop schedule, exhibitor list-
ings, and more. Connect with other 
attendees by logging in with your email 
address. Once again, some great prizes 
will be awarded to top winners of the 
Play to Win game. The app will be 
available in app stores the end of May, 
or go to eventmobi.com/HLAA2016.

1st prize — Roger Pen
2nd prize — Roger EasyPen 
3rd prize — Convention 2017 Full-
activity Registration plus three nights 
at host hotel
4th prize — Roger Clip-On Mic
Roger Pen prizes provided by Phonak

Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
Audiologists may earn up to 1.55 
CEUs from the American Academy 
of Audiology for workshops in the 
four educational tracks, Thursday 
morning plenary sessions and research 
symposium. Notice of approval will  
be posted on the Convention page. 

Host Hotel –Washington Hilton
1919 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009

The May 31 reservation deadline is 
quickly approaching! Reserve your 
room online at resweb.passkey.com/
go/HLAA2016. You can also make 
your reservation by calling the hotel 
at 202.483.3000 (follow the prompts 

to reach Reservations) or calling 
1-800-HILTONS (445.8667) and 
booking for the Washington Hilton. 
Be sure to mention the Group Code, 
HLAA. The HLAA room block at the 
Washington Hilton runs Sunday, June 
19 through Tuesday, June 28. See rates 
on the Convention page.

Advance Registration 
Deadline — May 31
Register for the Convention by using 
the form on page 37 or online by going 
to the Convention page on hearingloss.
org. Deadline for pre-registration is 
May 31. After this date we welcome 
your registration on-site. If you are 
a veteran with hearing loss who has 
never attended an HLAA Convention 
before, we would like to offer you a 
complimentary registration. Please 
complete the Veterans Registration 
Form found on the Convention page. 

Book Signings 

Friday, June 24
Noon – 1:30 p.m. 
The Way I Hear It: 
A Life with  
Hearing Loss 
by Gael Hannan

Saturday, June 25
Noon – 1:30 p.m.
Take Control of Your Tinnitus— 
Here’s How
by Neil G. Bauman, Ph.D.

Nancy Macklin is 
director of market-
ing and events 
and can be reached 
at nmacklin@
hearingloss.org.
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Convention 2016 Sponsors
Thank you, Sponsors; we appreciate your generosity and commitment to making Convention 2016 a great success.

PLATINUM LEVEL
$25,000

SILVER LEVEL
$15,000

GOLD LEVEL
$20,000

BRONZE LEVEL
$10,000

Awards Breakfast and Ceremony and 
The Experience Room

Get Acquainted Party and
The Experience Room

Capital Banquet

Chairperson and Executive 
Director’s Reception

AT&T
Pedometers

Use of the AT&T logo is granted under 
permission by AT&T Intellectual Property.

SILVER LEVEL
$15,000

Convention Mobile App

Hotel Key Cards and Convention Pen

Badge Holders and Lanyards

Sign Language Interpreters

Captioning Technology Platform

Photo Booth

Convention 
Notepad

BRONZE LEVEL
$10,000

Veteran Scholarship and Special Delivery

Young Adult Murder Mystery

FRIEND LEVEL
$5,000

CART for 
Demo Room 

Veteran Scholarship

The Experience Room

Veteran Scholarship

IBM, the IBM logo and ibm.com are trademarks 
of the International Business Machines Corp., 
registered in many jurisdictions worldwide.

Information 
Booth

Private Donor Reception

Prizes for the 
Mobile App 
Game, Play 

to Win






