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“Should I attend this 

webinar?” 

Are you a classroom teacher, school 

administrator, instructional assistant, 

speech-language pathologist, OTs, 

PTs, school psychologist, school 

nurses, bus driver, lunch employee, 

school secretary, etc? Or are you a 

college/graduate student in those 

fields? Then, yes!  

 



“Should I attend this 

webinar?” 

• "I once had a student with hearing 

loss" - times and terminology  have 

changed. This webinar is definitely 

for you too.  

• And if you're a parent watching 

(and wondering whether your 

child's teacher should see this) - 

welcome! {It will archived for later viewing} 

 



“Should I attend this 

webinar?”  
(we’re almost done with this part) 

We will be going over basic 

information for people who have 

limited experience with a student with 

hearing loss in their classroom.  

 

This information is appropriate for 

everyone interacting with a student 

with hearing loss. 

 



Assumptions 

We will address the needs of 

students that use spoken language to 

communicate in the classroom. 

This webinar will not address the 

needs of students who utilize sign 

language interpreters. 

 



Assumptions 

• We will not be using outdated 

terms: 

– “hearing impaired”  - Individuals with 

hearing loss might use this term to describe 

themselves, however, a larger group of 

people with hearing loss have determined 

that this term is offensive. 

– “auditory trainers”  - A common label for 

equipment in the last century 

– FM systems - These days, not all 

equipment transmits on FM radio waves (as 

it did in the past). 

 



Assumptions 

• Terms we will use:  

– Deaf or Hard of Hearing – to describe 

these students or their hearing loss 

– HAT (Hearing Assistive Technology) 

this term encompasses all possible 

listening support devices that a 

student can wear or speaker systems 

in the classroom.  

 



What is hearing loss?  

Degree refers to the level of hearing 

loss (measured in a hearing test). 

 

MILD 

MODERATE 

SEVERE  

PROFOUND 

 

Mild to severe hearing loss = hard of hearing. 

Profound hearing = deaf. 



Explaining different degrees 

of hearing loss makes 

absolutely no sense… 

just sit back and listen… 

 
House Ear Institute - Hearing Loss 

Example (Flintstones) 

 

 



“Hearing” ≠ Understanding 

Audibility – Speech can be heard but not 
clearly enough to understand what is 
said (you are “hearing” the vowels). 

 

 

Intelligibility – Speech is heard clearly 
enough to hear word distinctions (you 
are hearing both the vowels and 
consonants) 

Carol Flexer (1998) 

 



Charlie Brown! 

Remember Charlie Brown’s 

teacher? 

 

 



Remember Charlie 

Brown and the Peanuts? 

• You could hear that the teacher 

was talking, right? 

• But could you understand all of the 

words she was saying? 

 

• It is important that we not only 

make sure that students can hear 

us talking, but also understand 

what we say 

 

 



Hearing loss and vision 

loss are NOT similar. 

There is distortion in the 

ear when a person has 

hearing loss.  

Hearing aids make 

sound louder, but don’t 

clear up that distortion. 
 



Lipreading 

• “Aren’t people with hearing loss 

experts at lipreading?” 

• Only about 30% of spoken English 

is “lipread-able.” 

• When a person relies on lipreading, 

often they are spending the 

majority of the time guessing what 

is being said.  



Later…try this in front of 

a mirror… 

• Say these words without voice: 

• Man, Pan, Ban 

• “I love you, “elephant shoes,” “olive 

juice” 

• 8, 9, 10 

 

 



Two misunderstandings 

observed on the same day 

• Child #1: M, age 9 – working 1:1 with 

a speech-language pathologist, who 

was reading a book (but intentionally 

not showing the book, to assess how 

much she understood) 

 



Two misunderstandings 

observed on the same day 

• “The Indians were dying because 

of the drought and famine.” 

• M asked: “Why were they dying if 

they had all that fish?” 

 

 

• Think about it…what did she think 

was said?  

 

 

 



M realized “The Indians 

were dying because of 

the trout and the 

salmon” didn’t make 

sense 

Drought –  

Trout 

 

Famine –  

Salmon 



Two misunderstandings 

observed on the same day  

• Child #2: Z, age 6. Was first 

observed in his first grade 

classroom. The teacher was 

introducing the book Chicka Chicka 

Boom Boom and discussing what 

coconut trees were. 

 
• The book starts “A told B and B told C, I’ll meet 

you at the top of the coconut tree…” 

 



Two misunderstandings 

observed on the same day  

• Afterwards, I asked Z to tell me 

about the lesson  

• “Today we learned about cocoon 

trees” 

 



Words look like the 

same… 

 

This short video is a segment of   

Bad Lipreading – Star Wars Edition, 

found on YouTube 

 

If you’ve seen Star Wars, you know 

what they’re saying isn’t right…but it 

looks the same on the lips… 



Kym Meyer, Educational Audiologist/Teacher  

The Learning Center for the Deaf 

“Can you hear me?” 

YUP! 



Kym Meyer, Educational Audiologist/Teacher  

The Learning Center for the Deaf 

Devices to make speech louder 

to be heard (audible)  

• Hearing aids (family owned) 

 

• Cochlear Implants (CI)  (family 

owned) 

 

• Hearing Assistive Technology 

[HAT] ~ used with or without 

hearing aids/CI (school 

owned) 



Some of the “10 reasons that 

hearing aids are NOT like glasses” 
by Shari Ebert, Living with Hearing Loss Blog 

• 1. They do not restore your hearing 

to “normal” — things will be louder, 

but not always clearer, making it 

difficult to understand speech. 

• 2. They amplify all sounds, 

including those you don’t want to 

hear like the hum of the refrigerator 

and other background noise. 



Some of the “10 reasons that 

hearing aids are NOT like glasses” 
by Shari Ebert, Living with Hearing Loss Blog 

• 5. They are not regularly covered 

by insurance making them 

prohibitively expensive for many. 

• 6. They need batteries to function. 

• 10. They are easily misplaced and 

can sometimes be mistaken for a 

snack by the dog 



Another limitation… 

• The microphone on hearing aids 

and cochlear implants only work 

within a short distance… 

• What’s closest to the hearing aid 

microphone will be loudest 



Classrooms are not quiet, 

close-communication 

environments 



Distance Listening 



Won’t hearing aids/cochlear 

implants (CI) help with distance 

listening? 

• In a quiet situation, hearing 
aids/CIs allow a person to hear 
someone between 5-8 feet 
away. 

• A student will tend to get closer 
to a person to try to hear them 
(which may be perceived as 
inappropriate by the person they 
are communicating with). 



Listening Bubble concept created 

by Karen Anderson, PhD 



The student’s personal 
amplification is usually 

not enough to hear a 
teacher in the classroom.  

 

We also need to consider 
Hearing Assistive 
Technology (HAT) 



The goal of HAT is to minimize 

the effects of poor listening     

due to:  

Distance (between teacher and 
student)  

 

Noise (any sound that the 
student does not want to listen 
to)  

 

Reverberation (echo that is 
found in most classrooms)  



“We have one of those 

speaker sound systems, 

let’s put Johnny in that 

room” 

 

“We had a student with an 

auditory trainer who left the 

district. Let’s hook it up to 

Susie’s hearing aids.” 



HAT decisions are made 

by an audiologist 



Ask for training 

on how to use the 

child’s specific 

HAT system.  

It’s important to 

make sure it’s 

working everyday. 



Do I really need to wear a 

microphone? My voice is 

really loud! 

 

 
Yes…when you make your voice 

loud, you’re making the vowels 

louder. You can’t make the 

consonants as loud as the 

vowels…and soft consonants hold 

the key to intellgibility.  

HAT allows the student to hear your vowels 

and consonants equally loud. 



Demonstration of a 

hearing aid and HAT 

system simulation 
This is a section of a video created by  

Jim Bombacino, MA, CCC-A and the 

Vermont Center for the Deaf and Hard 

of Hearing 

 

The entire six minute video is worth 

watching. There will be info at the end 

of this presentation to access all of the 

videos.  



How you wear the 

microphone IS important 

Why is she 

showing us this 

“Hang Ten” 

picture? 

If you’re asked to wear a microphone 

attached to your shirt, do this  

(right now…no one is watching): put your 

thumb on chin and pinky on chest. 

Attach the microphone where your pinky is. 



Things to remember 

• Using the teacher microphone attached 
to your shirt, the student will only hear 
you and the students immediately 
around him. Repeat answers ~ right 
and wrong, which will help him learn 
from peers, or pass your microphone to 
each student. Otherwise, he will hear: 

 
“How many miles is it from point A to 

B?” (points to a student for the 
answer)  

 
“Right!” 



• Keep the lapel microphone 4-6” below 
your chin; that way your speech is 4-6” 
from the child’s ear at all times.  

• Make sure the microphone is pointing up. 

• MANY children have stories about 
hearing things they shouldn’t 
have…remember to turn the microphone 
off when having a private conversation 
(mute function). 

• Turn the microphone off when working 
with other groups of children so the child 
with hearing loss can concentrate on his 
work. 

Things to remember 



• An idea for group work: 

– Get a plexiglass picture frame, attach 

the microphone to the frame with the 

clip, and move the frame in front of 

the group of students talking. That 

way they don’t have to hold it. 

 





Considering accommodations 

Removing barriers to 

provide the same access 



Accommodations for 

students with hearing 

loss 
not an exhaustive list! 



Classroom Acoustics – Critical 

for all children with hearing 

loss 

 
What doesn’t seem noisy to a hearing 

person, will cause a student with 

hearing loss to have extreme 

difficulty understanding. 



Classroom 

Accommodations  
 

• Acoustic 

– Keep doors/windows closed during instruction 

– Carpet will acoustically treat the room by 

providing absorption of sound and reduced 

room noise. 

– Tennis balls on chair legs will prevent the 

scraping sound of moving chairs, but will not 

reduce room noise. 

– Background music may be distracting to the 

student. If you have music on in class, please 

turn it off when addressing the group. 



Classroom 

Accommodations  
 • Notetaking 

– Cannot lipread and take notes at the same 
time 

– Provide teacher written notes at the 
beginning of class so student can follow 
along 

– If you do want the student to write 
something down that was not provided, wait 
until they are finished writing before you 
resume talking. 

– Use an overhead, so you can write and talk 
to the class at the same time, instead of 
turning around to write. 



Classroom 

Accommodations  
 

• Announcements 

– Students may not understand 

announcements because they cannot 

lipread (and the quality of the speaker may 

be poor) 

– Provide written text of the announcements 

(even if it does not pertain to them, they 

should have the same access as the other 

students)…or… 

– Repeat the announcements (for younger 

children) 



Classroom 

Accommodations  
• Seating: 

– So the student can see teacher and peers 

– Semi-circle is ideal (especially in “circle” 
activities on the floor) so the child can see 
the other students 

– Away from the door and noise (HVAC, 
projectors) 

– Back to the window (facing the window will 
cause lipreading difficulty with glare) 

 

 



Classroom 

Accommodations  
 

• Closed Captioning (CC) 

– Some students may need captioning to 

understand TV (they may use it at home). 

– Know how to turn on CC before you need it 

and show CC videos/DVDs 

– Don’t ask students if they need CC turned 

on 

– Free captioned videos from the Captioned 

Media Program funded by the US DOE (for 

schools and families) http://www.cfv.org/   

800-237-6213  

 

http://www.cfv.org/


Classroom 

Accommodations  
 

• “Do you know enough to get 

started?” 

– Oh, didn’t we already say that was a 

no-no?  Avoid questions requiring a 

yes/no response  

– Check for comprehension 

• “Please tell the class what we’re 

supposed to do.” 

• “Can you tell me what I just said?” 

• “Explain to your partner what you’re 

supposed to do” (then eavesdrop!) 

 



Classroom 

Accommodations  

• Be aware of the Fatigue Factor  

 

• The amount of concentration for 
students with hearing loss to understand 

language and academics is much 
greater than for their hearing peers. 

 

• Some students may channel their 
fatigue in behavioral ways, others may 

tune out.  



Thank you 

• Shari Eberts and the 

www.LivingWithHearingLoss.com 

blog, for an adult’s perspective 

(and permission to use her article) 

• Videos links can be found on the 

Kym Meyer Audiology Videos 

YouTube channel (Google) 

http://www.livingwithhearingloss.com/



